More about Mekdi through her high school years of
service

Translator
The Platform of Hope
Washington DC-Baltimore Area

The Platform of Hope is a nonprofit based in Washington, DC, which
strives to help low-income families find the resources they need to
overcome difficult times. Mekdi volunteered as an intern. Her primary
responsibility was to translate documents and writings into Amharic and
Spanish for families who could not communicate in English. This task was
usually performed virtually. She also helped with the monthly food
distribution.

Translator
Mary's Center
Washington, District of Columbia, United States

Mekdi translated for service seekers who spoke Amharic and Spanish, but
who had difficulty communicating in English. The transition services
facilitated access to health care services. She read Amharic and Spanish
books to children while they waited for their parents to get treatment.

Editor
Free Minds Book Club & Writing Workshop
Washington, District of Columbia, United States

Free Minds uses books and creative writing to empower incarcerated
youths and adults to transform their lives. Every 4th Wednesday of each
month, Free Minds Book Club & Writing Workshop hosts Write Night
events in which volunteers write positive, encouraging feedback on poems
by their incarcerated book club members. Mekdi read assigned books and
assisted with curriculum development (guided meditations, group warm-
up games, discussion questions, and writing prompts).
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/mary%27s-center?trk=public_profile_experience-item_profile-section-card_subtitle-click
https://www.linkedin.com/company/free-minds-book-club-and-writing-workshop?trk=public_profile_experience-item_profile-section-card_subtitle-click

English Tutor
ENGIn
Washington DC

With the assistance of ENGin, Mekdi held weekly meetings with young
adults from Ukraine who wished to improve their English communication
and comprehension. She taught them basic grammar and conversational
words and sentences. She remained amazed by each of her students who
continued to seek education during such a scary and difficult time.

'22 Civic Innovation Fellow
Civics Unplugged

Mekdi engaged in the Civic Innovators Fellowship, a three-month intensive
civic leadership program that prepares hundreds of civic-minded high
school students each year with the knowledge and skills to produce novel
solutions to well-defined community and societal problems.

Over the course of the program, Fellows examined the most vexing
problems facing the U.S. and the world and created solutions that bridge
foundational principles with emerging technology and new schools of
thought.

Reporter
DCTRENDING
Washington, District of Columbia, United States

The goal of DC Trending is to give local DC artists more exposure. By
attending performances and visiting museums, Mekdi interviewed
emerging artists who deserve recognition for their work. She published an
article and conducted several social media interviews with local artists.

Lifeguard
DPR, Washington DC

While working with and for DPR, Mekdi was responsible for the general
supervision and safety of patrons at an aquatic facility, including
preventing and responding to emergencies.
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Journalist
Emerging Journalists Program at Elon University
Elon, North Carolina, United States

Mekdi participated in a 5-month workshop for students on reporting,
writing, multimedia storytelling, leadership, and media management.

Social Media Designer
Sunrise Movement
Washington, District of Columbia, United States

While at Sunrise, Mekdi developed digital strategies for our various
organizing programs and created and managed campaign content
calendars for social media, email, the website, and SMS.

Social Media Designer
Youth Climate Action Team Inc.
Washington, District of Columbia, United States

Youth Climate Action Team is a youth-powered 501(c)(4) climate justice
advocacy nonprofit organization that spans every inhabited continent and
over 30 countries. Mekdi worked and interned as a social media manager.

Library Assistant
Mt Pleasant Library
Washington DC

Mekdi interned and volunteered at the Mt Pleasant Library. She assisted
librarians with activities for teens and children and also helped read
children's books to children ages seven and under on Thursdays. When
there were no special events, she helped organize books on the shelves.

Teaching Assistant
Sitar Arts Center
Washington, United States
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