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Imagine two students—one whose family can afford a $1,000 SAT prep course, private tutoring,
and multiple test attempts. The other, balancing school, a part-time job, and responsibilities at
home, rely on free resources when they can find the time. On test day, who do you think has the
advantage? The SAT is meant to measure college readiness, but it often reflects something else: a
student’s access to preparation.

My name is Kwabena Tyus. I am a senior at School Without Walls High School and have seen
firsthand the lack of equitable test prep for students. I also have an internship with Jah Kente
International, Inc., in the Out of School Time (OST) program for School Year 2025. OST
complements career and college readiness, including acquiring soft skills that can be applied across
careers.

Standardized test scores hold great weight in college admissions and scholarship opportunities. A
student’s performance on a single test can determine whether they get into their dream school or
receive thousands of dollars in financial aid. Yet, we know that standardized test scores correlate
more with socioeconomic status than academic ability. This creates an unfair advantage—not
based on intelligence or effort but on financial privilege.

This is especially concerning when we see that the average SAT in DC is 969, and only 18% of high
school students take the ACT, well under the national averages of 1040 and 36%, respectively. While
some public schools offer standardized test prep, they rarely improve student test scores.

This isn’t just an academic issue; it’s an equity issue. It’s not that one group of students is smarter
or more capable than another; one group has been given more tools to succeed.

Instead of allowing our students to fail, I suggest the following:

1. All public schools offer SAT and ACT preparation as an elective with an intense
curriculum.

2. Schools shall provide SAT and ACT prep resources, including official College Board
materials, practice tests, and instructional support.

3. Schools will hire SAT and ACT prep professionals and/or tutors to provide experienced
testing support.

4. Free or subsidized resources are prioritized for students in low-income areas.

5. Curriculums will include college readiness organizations to provide workshops and
guidance on test-taking strategies.

Thank you.



