TESTIMONY BY BRIAN WILSON
To DC COUNCIL AND CHAIRPERSON PHIL MENDELSON
HEARING ON STUDENT VOICES - March 18, 2025.

Dear Members of the DC Council and Chairperson Phil Mendelson

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Brian Wilson, and I am a student at
DC International High School. I am also here on behalf of Jah Kente International, Inc., an
organization committed to empowering our youths and by creating equitable opportunities for all
students in the District of Columbia through Out of Schol Time programs. I advocate for
expanding school transportation to support after-school activities beyond sports, including

academic clubs, arts programs, career exploration, and community service initiatives.

The Importance of After-School Activities

After-school activities play a critical role in student development. They provide opportunities for
students to explore their interests, build skills, and connect with peers and mentors meaningfully.
However, many students cannot participate in these activities due to transportation barriers.
While school transportation is often available for sports teams, students involved in other
activities—such as debate clubs, robotics teams, theater programs, or internships—frequently
leave without reliable transportation options. This disparity limits access to these opportunities,
particularly for students from low-income families or those who live in areas with limited public

transit.

The Need for Equitable Transportation Support

Transportation should not be a barrier to participation in after-school activities. By expanding the

use of school transportation to support a wider range of programs, we can:



1. Promote Equity: Ensure that all students, regardless of their family’s income or neighborhood,

can participate in after-school activities that enrich their educational, social, and personal growth.

2. Encourage Diverse Interests: Support students who may not be interested in sports but want

to pursue other passions, such as STEM, the arts, or community service.

3. Enhance College and Career Readiness: Many after-school activities, such as internships, career
exploration programs, and academic clubs provide valuable experiences that prepare students for

future success.

4. Foster Community Engagement: By making it easier for students to participate in

after-school programs, we can strengthen connections between schools, families, and the broader

community.

Proposed Solutions

On behalf of youths who desire to engage in Out of School Time activities beyond sport and Jah
Kente Internation Out of School Time program that offers advanced internship program, including
through the Office of the State Superintendent of Education, I urge the DC Council to consider

the following actions to address this issue:

1. Expand Transportation Services: Allocate funding to ensure that school buses or

other transportation options are available for students participating in a wide

range of after-school activities, not just sports.

2. Partner with Local Organizations: Collaborate with community organizations, nonprofits, and
businesses to provide transportation support for after-school programs, such as internships,

mentorship opportunities, and career exploration



initiatives.

3. Create a Fair Scheduling System: Develop a system to allocate transportation resources
equitably, ensuring that all after-school programs have access to transportation services on a

rotating or needs-based basis.

4. Leverage Public Transit Options: Work with the DC Department of Transportation

(DDQT) to provide free or discounted transit passes for students participating in after-school

activities.

5. Conduct a Needs Assessment: Survey students, parents, and educators to identify the most

pressing transportation needs and prioritize solutions that address those gaps.

Conclusion

Every student in the District of Columbia deserves opportunities to explore their interests,
develop their talents, and prepare for their futures through after-school activities. Expanding
access to school transportation for programs beyond sports can level the playing field and ensure
that all students have the chance to thrive. On behalf of Jah Kente, I urge the DC Council to take

action on this issue and invest in the success of DC students and communities

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am happy to answer any questions or provide further

input on this important matter.

Sincerely,

Brian



