
JAH KENTE INTERNATIONAL, INC.   
3807 New Hampshire avenue, NW, Washington, D.C.  20011. Tel: 2020829-5922. 

Fax: 202.829-9298 
 
 
 
          April 2005 

     
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Jah Kente International, a non-profit organization established in 1998, is focused on 
increasing cultural awareness and improving the lives of the people of Africa.  This letter 
is written to solicit your support for the following project:  
 
 
 
Vision 
  
Access for all men, women 
and children to quality 
health information, medical 
care and basic hospital  
services in the community 
of Koungodjan, Mali and 
surrounding villages. 

 

 
 
 

                                                          Koungodjan  
  
Located 40km southeast of Bamako, the 5,000 inhabitants 
of Koungodjan, and the 45,000 inhabitants of the seven 
neighboring villages, lack access to basic medical services 
and health information.  The closest medical services are 
in Bamako, 1 ½ hours away traveling over dirt roads.  The 
health problems experienced by the people of these 
villages are largely preventable.  With proper access to 
information about maternal child care, nutrition, and 
hygiene, as well as regular visits from medical 
technicians, the health of these peoples would be 
improved dramatically.   Even if medicines can be 
obtained from Bamako, there is often no trained medical 
technician available to administer the medication.   The 
result is unnecessary death and disabilities.   
 

 
Project Goals: 
 
Phase I To provide immediate, albeit limited, access to medical services and information. 

 
Phase II To build a 10-room clinic, providing space for consultations, medical exams and 

treatments, and outpatient recovery from surgeries performed at the hospital in 
Bamako. 
 

Phase III  To form partnerships with the Mali Ministry of Health, international organizations 
and non-governmental organizations for medical education and dissemination of 
information regarding diseases most prevalent in West Africa. 
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Phase I 
 
In July 2004, Lassine Doumbia founded the Sibiry Doumbia Community Memorial 
Health Center for the village of Koungodjan in Mali, West Africa in honor of his father 
who died in 2004 at the age of 90.  The senior Doumbia died of complications from a 
broken hip.  Medicines were purchased in Bamako, yet it was 5 days later before a 
medical technician could visit the village to administer the medical.  Mr. Doumbia died 
prior to the doctor’s arrival.  With the belief that all men, women and children should 
have ready access to medical care in their community, the center was born.  
 
In August 2004, two nurses were hired.  They provide such services as consultations, 
medical exams, assisting births, immunizations, general medical guidance, and 
distribution of medications.  Today, six months after the doors first opened, the center is 
one of the most respected of the health care providers in the 8-village community. A 
reputation for its use in the latest technology and skilled compassionate staff reflects the 
center’s commitment to excellence. 
 
While medical supplies are still being provided for this clinic, additional support is 
needed.  In Annex I, you will find a list of the supplies and administrative costs necessary 
to continue this clinic’s ability to provide vital services to the community.  While we 
welcome the donation of the supplies themselves, it is more cost effective to procure 
these supplies locally.  Therefore, dollar contributions would most favorable. 
 
 
Phase II 
 
This small privately funded clinic is committed to excellence and innovation.  However, 
at the present time, the capability of the medical technicians to provide such levels of 
service are hampered by limited infrastructure and supplies.  The clinic is housed in a 2-
room building, both used for medical examinations or patient care.  There is no waiting 
area; it is outside the building.  There is no restroom.  Presently, there are 2 beds, 1 
examination table, 1 blood pressure testing kit, 1 stethoscope, 2 thermometers, 2 bedpans, 
and 1 cupboard for medicines. 
 
Our goal is to build a clinic which will better meet the needs of this community.  In 2004, 
the village provided Mr. Lassine Doumbia with 1 hectare in land for this purpose.  The 
plan is to build a 10-room clinic, offering 2 examination/treatment rooms, a waiting 
room, a small pharmacy, a small laboratory, a supply room, 2 medical staff offices, and 2 
restrooms.   
 
In Annex II, you will find a list of the infrastructure and construction materials needed to 
accomplish this goal.  If you wish to provide any of the above items as a donation, we 
would be most grateful.  Again, many of these items can be obtained at a lower cost 
through local procurements.  Therefore, money donations would be preferable.  With 
either option, we will provide all necessary documentation and certifications of the 
charitable nature of your donation.  
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Phase III 
 
The need to educate the community on reproductive health, sexually transmitted diseases, 
HIV/AIDs, hygiene and nutrition is why Jah Kente International is pleased to be a partner 
and full sponsor of such a wonderful initiative.  Once the clinic is fully established and 
staffed, the medical technicians can work with the Ministry of Health and other 
organizations to become more involved in developing educators among the community 
who can further inform the village inhabitants on preventive care by traveling to the 
villages.  Particular focus will be on (a) health of the reproduction and fight against the 
sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS; and (b) healthy hygiene and nutrition.   
 
Funding 
 
It is the wish of Jah Kente International, Inc. to support the Sibiry Doumbia Community 
Memorial Health Center in providing respectful, accessible family-centered care and 
advocacy for adults and all children from pre-pregnancy to birth and adolescence.   For 
the remainder of 2005-2006, approximately $21,000 is required for ongoing operational 
funding (see Annex I) and $39,855 for Phase II of the project (details in Annex II). 
 
Jah Kente International is committed to provide the Sibiry Doumbia Memorial Health 
Center with a projected 2005/2006 expenditure that can be a reality only with your help.  
We ask that you please find a way, in your program, to assist with funding this vitally 
important clinic. 
 
The Sibiry Doumbia Community Memorial Health Center looks forward to hearing from 
you at you earliest convenience.  For information on how to help in this continuing 
project, you may contact: 
 

Mr. Lassine Doumbia,  
Director, Sibiry Doumbia Community Memorial Health Center 
7828 Heritage Drive 
Annandale, Virginia 22003 

 
Phone: (703) 642-5514 
Fax: (703) 642-1101 
E-mail: lassine@doumbia.org 

 
Thank you for your serious consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr. Rufus T. Stevenson 
Executive Vice President 
Jah Kente International 
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Jah Kente International was incorporated in November 1998 as a nonprofit corporation in the District of 
Columbia (USA) and was granted a 501 © 3 tax exempt status from the United States Internal Revenue 
Service in March 2000. 
 
The purposes for which the corporation is organized are: 
 
A.  To be exclusively for charitable, religious, education and scientific purposes, including, for such 

purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under 
section 501.c.3 of the Internal Revenue Code or the corresponding section of any future federal tax 
code. 

B. To educate, facilitate coordination, cooperation, and other services to and among public and private 
organizations, and to the public, concerning educational information pertaining to African heritage 
and origins, histories, customs, cultures, and arts. To promote and nourish, within the general                 
public, the cultural contributions of Africa. To foster activities that promote greater public awareness 
of and involvement with the indigenous peoples of Africa. To engage in, (1) curatorial and literary 
presentations, (2) research and education, (3) collecting, archiving, preserving, restoring, and 
displaying artifacts for the preservation of the cultural heritage, and (4)  transfer of emerging 
technologies for assistance in preserving and promoting the cultural and historical heritage of African 
Americans.    
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Annex I 
 

Phase I – Monthly Ongoing Support Requirements 
 
 
 

 Name Quantity Total ($US) 

1 Medicines  150.00 

2 Salaries - Doctor 1 285.00 

3 Salaries – Nurses  2 200.00 

4 Salaries – Nurses Aide 1 71.00 

5 Bandages, Sheets, Cotton, 
Alcohol and other medical 
clinic supplies  

 234.00 

6 Miscellaneous Supplies  20.00 

7 Transportation, Gasoline  42.00 

8 Telephone  95.00 

TOTAL MONTHLY 
EXPENDITURES 

 
$1,007.00 
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Annex II  
 

Phase II Infrastructure Needs 

 
1 QTY ITEM Cost ($US) 

2 1 Well (to provide a clean safe natural source 
of water) 

11,429 

3 2 Solar panels 4,286 

4 1 Refrigerator 2,286 

5 3 Examination tables 1,143 

6 2 Birthing tables 1,714 

7 16 Chairs 43 

8 3 Desks 286 

9 5 Bandage Chests 214 

10 3 Baby Cribs 714 

11 3 Balances (Weights) 57 

12 3 Blood Pressure Testing Kits 143 

13 3 Serving Trays 929 

14 4 Bedpans 172 

15 6 Beds 64 

16 3 Stethoscopes 229 

17 2 Cupboards for medicines 86 

Estimated Cost $23,795 

 
Construction Materials 

 
 Name Qty Unit Price Total Cost ($US) 

1 #10 Iron 50 8.57 429 

2 #6 Iron 26 2.28 59 

3 Wheelbarrow 2 57.14 114 

4 Angle Iron 40 31.42 1,257 

5 Tongs 19 2.42 46 

6 Packet of Bolts 6 21.42 129 

7 Coil of Iron 4 12.85 51 

8 Sheets of Iron 5 Kg 100 14.28 1,428 

9 Board 6M 4x10 11 38.57 424 

10 Bathroom Door 2 42.85 86 

11 Double Door 1 171.42 171 

12 Single Door 7 85.71 600 

13 Roll of Wire  3 7.14 21 

14 Serons 6m 8 13.71 110 

15 Tons of Cement 14 297.14 4,160 

16 Tons of Stones 8 85.71 659 

17 Tons of Gravel 3 285.71 859 

18 Tons of Sand 21 171.42 3,600 

19 Labor  1,857 

 Estimated Costs $16,060 

 

TOTAL FUNDING NEEDED TO BUILD AND EQUIP 
THE CLINIC 

$39,855 

 


